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tended his hand frigidly, and without looking up said:
"I have heard of you."

The explanation of this remark was not given until
thirty years after, in America, when Irving was supping at
Mansfield's Riverside house. He confessed that he had
been tricked by the similarity of sounds into mistaking
Richard Mansfield's name for that of another Richard

M--------1 of a similar hut not identical surname, a young

gentleman whose social position made him disagreeably
conspicuous for certain flagrant irregularities in his con-
duct.

Young Mansfield became the star performer among the
schoolboys in their entertainments on Speech-Day, His
first performance in public was at: a Derby School concert,
March 26, 1869, when he sang the German song, "Das
Muhlenrad." According to the Derby Reporter, "He
was cordially cheered by his fellow-pupils and the audi-
ence at the close."

He acted his first role the Christmas Speech-Day fol-
lowing, December 23, 1869. It was Scapin in Moliere's
"Les Fourberies de Scapin." The Derby Advertiser
the next day said: "Richard Mansfield played his part
in an artistic manner and would certainly bear com-
parison with some who make the stage their profession."
More gratifying still was an incident which happened at
the close of the entertainment. Dr. Selwyn, Bishop of
Lichfield, had presided, and when the play was over he
sent for young Mansfield and praised him for his charac-
terisation. "Heaven forbid that 1 should advise you to
become an actor," he said, "but if you do, and I am not
mistaken, you will be a very great, one,"

The next year, December 16, 1870, Sir Henry Wilmot,
Bart., V.C., presided at the Speech-Day, and Mansfield Irving. The Dixons were
